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OFFICE OF YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

MISSION
To advocate, activate, and support youth by giving them a 
άǾƻƛŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-sufficiency. To 

affect and create policy change for this population. To 
build a network of youth providers that will collaborate, 

partner and share resources 



DEFINING YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

The term youth development can be viewed as:

ÁA Natural Process
ÁThe growing capacity of a young person to understand and act on the 

environment

ÁA Set of Principles:
ÁA philosophy or approach emphasizing active support for the growing 

capacity of young people by individuals, organizations, and institutions.

ÁA Practice:
ÁThe application of the principles to a planned set of practices, or 

activities, that foster the developmental process in young people

Hamilton, Hamilton, & Pittman, 2004 
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ÁAges:10 - 24 (Centers for Disease Control & Prevention)

ÁAges: 8-18 (4-H)

ÁAges:15 - 24 /10 - 29 (USAID)

ÁAges: 15 - 24 /10 - 24 (World Health Organization)

The Office of Youth Development 
(OYD) defines youth as any individual 

between 10 to 24 years of age.

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/youthviolence/fastfact.html
https://4-h.org/parents/programs-at-a-glance/
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1870/Youth_in_Development_Policy_0.pdf
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/child_adolescent/topics/adolescent_health/en/


YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
A variety of models and frameworks have been developed 

Problem/Prevention Model

With a resurgence of the need for reform in youth development beginning in 
ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ мфур-1995  there was a large focus on 
youth pathology and prevention.

Examples: DARE program; Midnight hoops
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Positive Youth Development Model

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлΩǎ ŀǎ ¸5 ǇǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ tŜǘŜǊ .ŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ όмффуύ пл 
developmental assets and Karen Pittman (1991) supports and opportunities emerged as 
the main focus of the positive youth development model. 

Examples: Everybody gets a trophy; Community service upsurge; 4-H
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Community Youth Development Model

Building upon the key elements of PYD, researchers and practitioners began to ask the 
question: Is fully prepared, fully engaged? 

Community Youth Development:Engages young people as community partners through 
the development of skills that contribute to the strength and health of their 
communities.

Examples: Youth Councils; Youth Boards; Orgs like YouthBuild


